•has to be attempted of the moral, social and economic
content of the proposed measure of reform,,
About the relative or Inherent value to be attached to a particular item of morality, in this case abstinence from liquor, we do not propose to dilate. For the purposes of this report, and in the light of the Constitution which India has adopted^ we shall argue on the basis that the moral value of prohibition Is not In question. But a programme of moral reform to which the State Is ultimately committed, may itself-be susceptible, as in this case, of being divided into different sections in the logical sense, and of different stages in the chronological sense. It seems to us that that type of immorality which affects the well-being, not merely of the Immoral person, but also of those around him and of the public In general, must take precedence In the programme of the State. In other words, drunkenness which results in a public brawl must obviously be prevented or punished, and so must the drunken behaviour of the head of a family who beats his wife and children. The State must, of course, try to secure these objects as effectively as It can* Between an object of this kind and that of attempting presently to impose, by legislation, an ultimate form of morality—like that of non-participation In drink —on an unprepared public, there seems to us to be an Important difference. The difference is-- one of priorities. As an object of State action, ultimate morality can only have ultimate priority.
The social aspect of prohibition may be examined in relation to the most important unit of society, viz., the family. Drink has undoubtedly been responsible, on occasion, to the loosening of family ties among the well-to-do and to physical tyranny over wife and children among the poor. But. in this country generally and in the State of Hyderabad at any rate, the percentage of such cases to the total number of families unaffected by drink is, to the best of our belief, negligible. To endeavour to eliminate the social harm done by drink, even in the relatively few cases to which it is confined, is undoubtedly a very desirable aim, but it cannot be placed even remotely as high as certain other social ends which also call for money and effort,, such as the elimination of the social injustice done to the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, or the rectification, of the social inequalities imposed on women, or the amelioration of the social conditions and education .of .backward, ''neglected^ or ^exploited children* Iif "

